
140 

12 CFR Ch. IX (1–1–10 Edition) Pt. 956 

pools of assets times a factor associ-
ated with the putative credit rating of 
the assets or pools of assets as deter-
mined by the Finance Board on a case- 

by-case basis. For single-family mort-
gage assets, the factors are as set forth 
in Table 1 of this part. 

TABLE 1 

Putative rating of single-family mortgage assets 

Percentage ap-
plicable to on- 
balance sheet 

equivalent value 
of AMA 

Third Highest Investment Grade ........................................................................................................................... 0.90 
Fourth Highest Investment Grade ......................................................................................................................... 1.50 
If Downgraded to Below Investment Grade After Acquisition By Bank: 

Highest Below Investment Grade ........................................................................................................... 2.25 
Second Highest Below Investment Grade .............................................................................................. 2.60 
All Other Below Investment Grade ......................................................................................................... 100.00 

(b) Recalculation of credit enhance-
ment. For risk-based capital purposes, 
each Bank shall recalculate the esti-
mated credit rating of a pool of AMA if 
there is evidence that a decline in the 
credit quality of that pool may have 
occurred. 
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§ 956.1 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Deposits in banks or trust companies 

has the meaning set forth in § 965.1 of 
this chapter. 

Derivative contract means generally a 
financial contract the value of which is 
derived from the values of one or more 
underlying assets, reference rates, or 
indices of asset values, or credit-re-
lated events. Derivative contracts in-
clude interest rate, foreign exchange 
rate, equity, precious metals, com-
modity, and credit contracts, and any 
other instruments that pose similar 
risks. 

Investment grade means: 
(1) A credit quality rating in one of 

the four highest credit rating cat-
egories by an NRSRO and not below 
the fourth highest credit rating cat-
egory by any NRSRO; or 

(2) If there is no credit quality rating 
by an NRSRO, a determination by a 
Bank that the issuer, asset or instru-
ment is the credit equivalent of invest-
ment grade using credit rating stand-
ards available from an NRSRO or other 
similar standards. 

Repurchase agreement means an agree-
ment between a seller and a buyer 
whereby the seller agrees to repurchase 
a security or similar securities at an 
agreed upon price, with or without a 
stated time for repurchase. 

[67 FR 12853, Mar. 20, 2002] 

§ 956.2 Authorized investments. 

In addition to assets enumerated in 
parts 950 and 955 of this chapter and 
subject to the applicable limitations 
set forth in this part, in the Financial 
Management Policy and in part 980 of 
this chapter, each Bank may invest in: 

(a) Obligations of the United States; 
(b) Deposits in banks or trust compa-

nies; 
(c) Obligations, participations or 

other instruments of, or issued by, 
Fannie Mae or Ginnie Mae; 

(d) Mortgages, obligations, or other 
securities that are, or ever have been, 
sold by Freddie Mac pursuant to sec-
tion 305 or 306 of the Federal Home 
Loan Mortgage Corporation Act (12 
U.S.C. 1454 or 1455); 
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